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IMC-wWCC Integration Approved "In Principle" 


(Accra) - Integration of the International Missionary Council and the World Coun- 
cil of Churches was accepted "in principle" by a vote of 58 to 7 towards the close 
of the Assembly of the IMC, meeting at the University College near Accra, Ghana, 
from December 28 to January §. (Decisions taken during the closing session re- 
garding the plan of integration and the proposed timetable will be carried in 
next week's issue of EPS.) 


The plan of integration had originally been introduced at a plenary session 
on January 2 by IMC chairman John Mackay and discussed at later sessions. Later, 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Werld Council of Churches Central Commit- 
tee, addressed the delegates, speaking on what he called the penalties of post- 
poning integration. The WCC Central Committee commended the plan of integration 
of the two organisations at its annual mceting last August in the United States 
(sec BPS No. 30). 

In other action taken as the Asscmbly drew to a close, the delegates from 
thirty-five national councils gave their support to efforts of the IMC to draw the 
attention of the public to areas in which religious freedom is menaced and the IMC 
agreed to take part in a study project on the question. 

At the same time the Assembly went on record defending the cause of Arab ref- 
ugees in the Near East and urged member councils of the IMC to take up the matter 
with their governments. 
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Delegates Hear Dr. Mackay 


Dr. John A. Mackay, chairman of the IMC and president of Princeton Theologi- 
Gal Seminary in the United States, was the opening speaker of the Assembly, dis- 
cussing the Christian mission at this hour. 


Dr. Mackay told the delegates that "it is surely a time to probe deeply into 
the theclogy of missicn, and not merely to raise questions regarding the policy 
of missions." 


Christian mission, he said, "is mission that is dedicated to a truth, a 
cause or a person, which grows out of personal response to a call which sounds in 
the Christian Scriptures." But, Dr, Mackay, continued, "the full rich meaning 
of Christian mission is most luminously and adequately commnicated by means of 
a Glassical but forgotten biblical image. I refer to the image of the servant. 
The servant image, 1 have no hesitation in saying, is the essential image of the 
Christian religion....This same image also provides a pattem and a norm whereby 
individual Christians, missionary societies and the Christian Church as a whole 
may learn how to fulfil their God-given mission," 


"Let us never forget this," he concluded, "it is on the road of missionary 
Obedience that the unity of the Church of Christ will be achieved and will prove 
most effective. It is on the road of obedience that a pilgrim missionary church, 
which subordinates everything in its heritage to the fulfilment of its mission, 
will discover the structural form and appropriate organ which will best express 
its oneness in Christ and contribute most to its missionary service for Christ. 
It is on the road of missionary obedience that the Holy Spirit will reveal the 
form of ecumenical organisation which is most in harmony with the reality of the 
Church as a world missionary community." 


Welcome by Prime Minister Nkrumah 


The delegates were welcomed to Ghana by Prime Minister Kwame Nkrumah at a 
party arranged by the Ghana Christian Council. Speaking to the delegates, Mr. 
Nkrumah said: "Africans today are only at the beginning of their adventure, 
They need education, they need advancement, they need capital without which no 
progress to the higher opportunities of life is possible. Yet what education we 
Africans see when we look abroad! We see powerful peoples engaged in a futile 
and destructive armaments race. Seen from the angle of Africa's needs and hopes 
the great powers' rivalry looks like one thing only--a senseless fratricidal 
struggle to destroy the very substance of humanity. So I would say that the 
unity you represent here and the further unity which you seek in these talks are 
symbcls of the whole world's profoundest need. we salute your efforts." 


More than 15,000 persons attended a public worship service on December 29 in 
the municipal stadium of Accra, Ghana's capital. 


TNC to Act on $4,000, 000 Grant 

At an early session, the two hundred delegates heard a report that a four 
million dollar fund for the advancement of theological education in Asia, Africa 
and Latin America is being made available to the IMC as the result of a $2,000,000 
grant by the Sealantic Fund and of pledges of an additional $2,000,000 by eight 
foreign mission boards in the United States. 


According to conditions stipulated by the Sealantic Fund and agreed to by 
the contributing boards, the IMC will set up a Theological Hducation Committee of 


twenty-four members charged with the responsibility of supervising the project. 
_ Membership of the committee will include Protestant leaders of various denomina- 
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tions in the United States, Europe, Asia, Africa and Latin America. A full-time 
executive will be employed by the committee to administer the main phases of the 


project, making grants to a few key seminaries and carrying out a text book pro- 
gramme » 


Grants will be made to approximately twenty seminaries on the basis of loca- 
tion, present work and plans for development. The text book programme will be 
designed to improve the condition of the libraries of theological schools in the 
areas named and to make possible the translation of suitable texts of major im- 
portance to the missionary enterprise into foreign languages. 


The pledges for an additional $2,000,000, a condition of the grant from the 
Sealantic Fund, came from mission boards of the Methodist Church, Presbyterian 
Church USA, American Baptist Convention, Congregational Church, Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, the Disciples of Christ and the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 


The Future of Missions 


Leoking at the future of the Christian world mission, Assembly delegates 


agreed that it is something very different from "spiritual imperialism, whereby 


one nation sends agents te another." 


A Burmese delegate, U Kyaw Than, associate secretary of the newly~formed 


Rast Asia Christian Conference, pointed out that more than a shange in the pattern — 


of Christian missions is needed. Asia has undergone a renaissance as well as a 
revolution, he emphasized, and said Buddhism and Burmese culture are bound up to- 
gether. "Christian missions have failed to make a real encounter," he said, and 
called for a study of Buddhist culture and Buddhist scripture in the original lan- 
guage. "The cultured Buddhist or Hindu will wonder why he should give up a rich 


heritage and longstanding refinement for the sake of some other culture," Mr. Kyaw © 


Than said. He serves both the IMC and the World Council of Churches as joint Hast 
Asia secretary. 


At the same time, Dr. Walter Freytag, professor of missions at the University 
of Hamburg, warmed Western representatives that the younger churches "have to find 
their own way. We cannot do it for them." But, he added, the missions picture is 
complicated today by the younger churches! desire for material, not men. They 
must realise, however, that "experts cannot be trained and stored for use." 


Professor Freytag said that Western missionary forces are reacting to the new 
day in missions in three ways. They become passive and send fewer missionaries, 
thereby weakening Christian missions; they escape by finding new fields among 


primitive people and return te the good old days; or they are obedient and accept 


facts and "learn what God has to teach us" through this situation and the oppor- 
tunities hidden in limitations. 


IMC Admits Three New Members 


Three national Christian councils were admitted to membership in the IMC dur- 
ing the Assembly, bringing to thirty-eight the number of member councils. They 
are the National Christian Council of Ghana, the National Christian Council of 


Hong Kong and the National Christian Council of Northern Rhodesia. 


Death of Mrs. Charles Ranson 


The Assembly had to face some of its most difficult problems in the absence 
of its general secretary, Dr. Uharles Ranson, whose wife was killed in a London 
automobile accident on December 31. Dr. Ranson flew to England for funeral ser- 
vices, which were held on January 6. irs. Ranson was a former missionary teacher 


in India at the Women's Christian College, Madras. B.P.S., Geneva 
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Indonesians Ask for Reconciliation with Dutch 


(Djakarta) - The National Council of Churches in Indonesia has scnt an open letter 
to Ducch Christians in their country expressing regret over "excesses" in action 
taken against Dutch nationals curing the. crisis of recent weeks and urging them to 
remain in Indonesia. 


The letter, issued on December 19; supports the Indonesian government's le- 
cal measures to restrain illegal actions, calls for Christian unity and asks for 
prudence and care to avoid incidents on the part of Dutch Christians, 


Later, in Ghana at the Assembly of the International Missionary Couneil, the 
two delegates from Indonesia, the Rev. B. Probowinoto and Dr. i/inburn T. Thomas, 
issued a further explanatory statement saying that "as Christians we must seek a 
reconciliation within the spirit of Christ, who would draw all men to him. To 
our fellow Indonesians we would urge an end to all negative and inimical attitudes 
toward the Dutch." But, the delegates said, "recent events in Indonesia must be 
viewed against a background of the nation's undeveloped condition and her struggle 
against colonialism. It has become patent since the achievement of national sov- © 
ereignty in December 1949 that freedom from foreign economic domination also is 
essential, yet seventy per cent of the major commercial enterprises such as busi- 
ness houses, banks, transport facilities, the exploitation of natural resources 
and the cultivation of landed estates, remained in the hands of the Dutch." 


The text of the statement issued by the National Indonesian National Council 
of Churches to Dutch Christians and churches in Indonesia follows. 


"To all Dutch colleagues in the National Council of Churches: Brethren’ in 
Christ. At the present time we are involved in a crisis which affects the rela- 
tionships and cooperation between the governments and peoples of the Netherlands 
and Indonesia. This crisis has been caused by the steadily deteriorating situa- 
tion between our two countrics, negating the healthy development of friendship. 
It is unnecessary for us to list each of the current component elements and events. - 
All of us, but especially you, our Dutch colleagues in Indonesia, personally are 
in the situation, It is because of present conditions, our Brethren, that we ap= 
proach you thus in this letter. 


"In the first place, we express our deepest regrets because of deeds against 
you, the Dutch people, decds which in no wise can be condoned by humanitarian 
standards, excesses and measures which were ‘cut of bounds'. For instance, the 
anti-Dutch boycott cut ycu off from access to daily necessities. We note with 
gratification the restraining order promulgated by the government against all il- 


legal actions which would endanger the lives of Dutch men, women and children in 


Indonesia. Furthermore, we are conscicus of our abiding unity in Christ, despite 
all that has happened. Worldly frictions and enmity camot prevent our carrying | 
out together the high calling in the service of the Lord, and the preaching of the 


word to our peoples, 


"Finally we hope and believe that you will avoid untoward incidents, and lead 


a circumspect daily life full of wisdom and understanding. we hops that you breth- 


ren will continue to perform your dutics and fulfil your professional responsi- 
bilities te which you have been invited by the Indonesian churches and with the 
permission of the government of Indonesia. 


‘We the Indonesian National Council of Churches, and member churches, will do 
everything within our means tc sustain you and to make it possible for you to carry 
on the work to which you were called when invited tc Indonesia. Our prayers go 
out to you and your families." K.P.S., Geneva 
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News from Hungary 


(Budapest) - The Assembly of the Trans-Tiscian District of the Hungarian Reformed 
Church, meeting at Debreezen, has accepted the resignation cf Janos Peter as bishop 
of the district. The former bishop was offered the possibility of r-instatement 
by the synod, but declined, saying that he plans to devote himself entirely to 
public duties. He now holds the office of president of the Hungarian Cultural 
Relations Institute. The Assembly ordered elections to be held in local parishes 
tc appoint a successor. | 


In other developments in Hungary, it has been announced that a scheduled re- 
duction in the state subsidy to the Reformed Church has been suspended as the re- 
sult of a new agreement signed in Budapest by church and state representatives. 
An agreement made in 1948 provided that the subsidy would be reduced by 25 per 
cent in 1958. In the new agreement there is a pledge by the Reformed Church "to 
support the government's efforts aimed at preserving peace and bettering the wol- 
fare of the Hungarian nation," 


Last month, just prior to the opening of the International Missionary Coun- 
cil Assembly in Ghana, Dr. John A. Mackay, president of Princeton Theclogical 
Seminary in the United States and chairman of the IMC, made a five-day visit to 
Hungary and conferred with Mr. Janos Horvath, director of the State Office for 
Church Affairs, leaders of the Reformed Church and congregations. 


In Ghana, Dr. Mackay said that "the internal affairs of the churches in Hun- 
sary are very complicated....The issue at stake centres in a difference of opinion 
about the authority of the state and the freedom of the church, (mn the other 
hand, the Hungarian government is very eager tc establish gcod relations with the 
churches and with the ecumenical movement in general....[t is of the utmost im- 
pertance that the churches in Hungary and the world confessional bodies which are © 
represented in Hungary should come to a common understanding among themselves with 
regard to the best pcelicy in the present situation. Such an understanding is now 
lacking." 


"But this at least," Dr. Mackay said, "gives great joy to a foreign church- _ 
man in Hungary-~-all the churches are free to carry on the preaching of the Gospel. 
The life of the congregations is very vigorous. Religion, moreover, can now be 
taught in the public schools." 


Dr. Mackay reported that Lutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass is still active as 
bishop following the change in leadership within his church last month (see EPS 
No. 48), but he is no longer primate of the church. BPO. eenaver 


German Church Disapproves Pastcrs! Flight 


Two pastors, Hans Gerber and Erich Rommel, who have fled to West Berlin from 
their parishes in the German Democratic Republic (DDR), have been informed that 
their church authorities have placed them under discipline, 


Spokesmen of the Evangelical Church emphasize that ordination vows oblige 
pastors to remain with their congregations and that, when congregations are being 
urged to take a stand against state-sponsored Communist youth dedication ceremon= 
ies, pastors must remain at their posts. E.P.o., Geneva 
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Another East German Pastor Sentenced 


Probst Otto Harcker, who was arrested in November in the town cf Schwerin 
for refusing Christian burial to a girl who had taken part in a Communist-~spon- 
scred youth dedication ceremony (see EPS No. 45), has been sentenced to two and 
a half years' hard labour by the local court. 


His conviction, on charges of obstructing citizen rights to equality and 
"inciting tc boycott", robs him of the power to vote, to stand for office or to 
assume positions of leadership in civic life. EeP.ot, Geneve 


"Co-existence or Co-extinction" Says Bishop of Chichester 


| In a BBC television broadcast on the last night of 1957, Dr. G. K A Bell, 
' whe will soon retire as Bishop of Chichester, appealed for the removal of the 
screens that divide the Wiest from Communist countries, 


The bishop, who spoke from a new church in the Sussex town of Crawley, made 
4 a parable of a screen erected to divide the church from an adjacent hall where he 
had recently chaired a public meeting called by trade unionists and the churches |. 
' to discuss the H-bomb. He said that many screens divided mankind in industrial 
and international life. 


"On the international level," the bishop said, "there is a big screen between 
the Western and the Communist powers. we in the West should show much more courage — 
and imagination." ; 


¥ "T hope that this year our western statesmen will say to the Communists: We 
admire the genius which produced the sputniks--though we don't like the way you 

’ treat your satellite states. Let's pull down the screen of hatred and suspicion 

‘ that divides us. With stocks of hydrogen bombs and atom bombs piling up in non- 

stop competition on both sides, we are all walking on a razor's edge. Sconer or 

E later we have got to live together, if we are to survive. It is elther co-exis- 

; tence or co-extinction. We must tackle our. various disarmament and political © 

m problems now, one by one. 


"If necessary let us call in an umpire, independent of both blocs, to preside 
over our talks, and keep us at it till we do agree--in the name cf justice, peace 
and the gcod of the human race." 


—— . 2. 


Bishop Bell is Dek president of the World Council of Churches. 
E,P.5., ueneva 


Presbyterian Church of Cameroon Formed 


(Elat) - The Rev. Simon Mvondo Ntyam, a sixty-year-old jungle minister, has been 
elected moderator of the new 33, 000-member Presbyterian Church in Cameroon, West 
Africa, at its first general assembly. 
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The new church was formally cstablished on December ll by three synods of the 
Presbyterian Church USA. The mission programme and activities in French Cameroon 
have been turned over to the new church and the 125 Presbyterian missionaries and 
other workers will continue as fraternal workers, within the administration of the 


Cameroon Church. 
Mission operations being turned over to the church include 22 stations, eight 


hospitals, a college, schools serving 25,000 children, colonics for leprosy patients 
and special shops. The new church has 193 churches and there are 82 African pastors. 
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The action follows after four months a Similar decision of the Presbyterian 
Church USA to turn over mission property in Thailand to the Church of Christ in 
Thailand (see EPS No. 31). B, Pris, Geneve 


State luneral for Otto Nuschke 


Dr, Otto Nuschke, president of the Christian Democratic Unicn in East Ger- 
many and a deputy prime minister of the German Democratic Republic since 1949, 
died en December 27 and was accorded a state funeral in Hast Berlin. 


Leaders of the churches and also of governments paid tribute to Dr. Nuschke, 
including Nikolai Bulganin, the lietropolitan Nikolai as head of the foreign of- 
fice of the Orthodox Patriarchate of iioscow, Dr. Reinold von Thadden (president 
of the German Evangelical Kirchentag) and Dr. Julius Dopfner, the Roman Catholic 
Bishop of Berlin. 


In a letter to Lr. Nuschke's widow, Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin said that 
he had been a living link between the Evangelical Church and the Bast German ; 
government and a friendly helper in many difficulties. E.Pso.,, Geneve 


In pr.er 


Miss Margaret Holmes, veteran worker for the resettlement of refugees in 
Australia and deputy director of the Resettlement Department of the Australian 
Council for the World Council of Churches in Melbourne, has been awarded the 
Medal of the British Empire in recognition of her services. The award is cited 


in the new year's honours list anproved by Her Majesty the Queen of England, 


The Finnish National Committee of the Lutheran World Federation has officially 
confirmed an invitation to hold the next assembly of the Federation in Finland in 


1962. 


Queen Elizabeth and Prince Philip attended rededication services of St. 
Bride's Church in Fleet Street, London, just before Christmas, marking the comple- 
tion of its restoration after extensive bomb damage during World war II. The 
church, designed by Christopher Wren, is known as "the church of the press." A 
feature of the restored building is a canopied reredos of English oak, commemorat- 
ing Edward Winslow, the seventeenth century apprentice printer from Fleet Street 
who was one of the Pilgrim Fathers. 
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Louis Minsky, managing editor of Religious News Service, has died at his home 
in New York. RNS is the only "intercreedal" daily religious news agency in the 
world and was begun by Mr. Minsky and the National Conference of Christians and - 
Jews in 1933 to serve Protestant, Catholic and Jewish periodicals as well as sec- 


ular newspapers. 


President Ernst Wilm of the Church of Westphalia, Germany, has been elected 
to succeed the late president Heinrich Held on the three-member executive of the 
"Conference of European Churches." The other two members are Dr. Egbert Emmen of | 
the Netherlands and Archbishop Kiivit of the Lutheran Church in Hsthonia. 
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A Special Report 
West German Student Pastors Uphold Schmutzler 


A statement issued by a special conference of West German Protestant student 
pastors just before Christmas strongly defends the Leipzig student Christian 
leader, who was recently sentenced to five years' hard labour by a closed court 
in East Germany on charges of "inciting to boycott! (see EPS Nos. 46/47). 


The document in support of Schmutzler's innocence opens with a message ad- 
dressed to the members of the World's Student Christian Federation with which 
the united national organisation of student congregations for all Germany is af- 
Be (The full text of this message is given on page 9 of this issue of 
EPS. 


To acquaint students and the general public in fuller detail with what they 
call "our brother Schmutzler's fate'! the West German student pastors then give 
full details of the trial, charges and background of the case. The thirteen page 
document is issued over the signature of student pastor Peter Kreyssig, general 
secretary of the Evangelical Studentgemeinde (student congregations) in Germany 
(SCM), Pastor Kreyssig draws attention to the fact that "shortly after Dr. 
Schmutzler's trial two students, Jentzsch and Wohllebe, of his congregation at 
leipzig have also been condemned tc one and one half and to two and one half 


years of forced labour respectively, while student pastor Giersch and eleven other 


students are still awaiting trial in prison." 


In reference to the preliminary hearing and trial the West German pastors say 
that "Schmutzler was kept in custody for nearly eight months. Physical exhaustion 
and unmistakable signs of fatigue of the accused, who was weakened by tuberculosis 
and arthritis, could not escape the eye of observers. His exhaustion was even ap- 
parent in the few sentences transmitted by radio DDR in a report on the trial, 
the passages of which had been carefully cut and commented upon. There is no way 
of telling to what extent the long period of jail, violating the law of the DDR, 
has contributed to Dr. Schmutzler's finally pleading guilty in the sense of the 
charges made. But even this statement on his part does not release us from the 
cbligation to clarify whether the charges against him were justified." 


A section of the statement about Schmutzler's character and his activity in 
the university at Leipzig reports that "Dr. Schmutzler was able to secure official 
authorisation for the holding of a series of lectures and talks in the university. 
Professors from Leipzig and other university cities were invited to speak. These 
talks were greatly appreciated also among marxist students, especially because of 
the subsequent period of discussion," 


The report goes on to say that "Schmutzler has always considered his task in 
relation to his government in a constructive way: he has prayed for his govern- 
ment ardently, as was his spiritual duty; and also all governments in the world. 
His accusers interpreted this as a support of 'the West', and his constant call 
to ‘love the enemy....we should also love the war criminals in Western Germany as 
men! has been understood as siding with the West." 


Replying to charges made during the trial that the German Studentengemeinde 
is an "illegal organisation" which has never been officially registered with the 
DDR's ministry of the interior the decument says, 'The Studentengemeinde is not an 
organisation. Emphasizing its organisational nature is nothing but an attempt 


to split it from the church of which it is a part. It is for this very reason 


that the Studentengemeinde can never be enrolled at the ministry of the interior 
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as one of the recognised organisaticns, nor can it ever be declared illegal. Like 
the church, of which it is a branch, the Studentengemeinde was in existence long 
before the DDR was created as a state institution. The Studentengemeinde as well 
as the Junge Gemeinde (church ycuth groups) were affirmed in their nature as in- 
stitutions of the Church." 


Summing up its plea for Pastor Schmutzler, the West German group of pastors 
declares: 


"é witness to all the world, that the sentence on student pastor Schmutzler 
has been passed in violation of truth and justice. His prosecutors have abused 
God's call to punish injustice and to reward righteousness. 


“We believe that the Gospel of the merciful domination cf Christ Jesus will 
be proclaimed to the end of this world and that the Church will be perfected 
through all sufferings." E.P.o., Geneva 


A Message to Student Christian Movements Throughout the World 


"On November 28, the Leipzig student pastor, Dr. Siegfried Schmutzler, was sen- 
tenced to five years! hard labour. 


"We listen to the word of the Gospel, that Christ's Church has to share in the 
Lord's suffering, The Church in persecution in particular is the place where 
God reveals his glory. Despite and slander brought on Christians as they try 
to follow their Lord, are the most immediate and assuring signs of his living 
presence, 


"ie therefore respond to the sentence on student pastor Schmutzler which has 
caused us deep concerm, by gratefully praising the Lord, for his audible 
ves! to the service of the Studentengemeinde. 


"We pray for our sentenced brother as well as for all pastors and students, jail- 
ed for the sake of Christ, and ask that they continue praising God, be com- 
forted in their afflictions and free from their prison, 


"We pray for the families and friends of the prisoners, that they may not despair 
but find strength in the Gospel and against all afflictions. 


"We pray for the Studentengemeinden in the DDR, that they may continue in their 
service with joy, proclaim the Gospel of salvation in Christ Jesus in mani- 
fold ways and without ceasing. 


"je pray for the whole Church and ask that God may strengthen our faith before 
the injustice suffered by our brethren, make our love grow and keep our hope 
ever alive. 


‘ve pray for the enemies of the Church and the judges of our brother, that God 


may forgive and convert them and that they may nct die in their sins, 


'We ask God to restore in the world right that has been abused and order that has 
been violated, and to make Christians ready to take an active part in this, 


'We witness to all the world, that the sentence on student pastor Schmutzler has 
been passed in violation of truth and justice. His persecutors have abused 
God's call to punish injustice and to reward righteousness, 


"We believe that the Gospel of the merciful domination of Christ Jesus will be 
proclaimed to the end of this world and that the Church will be perfected 
through all sufferings." H.P.oe., Geneva 


